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The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 14) 
was passed, as follows: 

S.J. RES 14 

Resolved  the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That Congress disapproves 
the rule submitted by the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency relat-
ing to ‘‘Oil and Natural Gas Sector: Emission 
Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modi-
fied Sources Review’’ (85 Fed. Reg. 57018 
(September 14, 2020)), and such rule shall 
have no force or effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The Senator from Delaware. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DRINKING WATER AND WASTE-
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE ACT 
OF 2021 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam Prescient, this 
week, the Senate has the opportunity 
to take a major step on an issue that 
affects all Americans: infrastructure. 

Senator DUCKWORTH, my friend and 
fellow Illinois Senator, is leading a bi-
partisan effort to finance critical water 
infrastructure improvements across 
the country. 

The Drinking Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Act authorizes $35 bil-
lion in funding to improve access to 
safe drinking water, fortify our water 
infrastructure against extreme weath-
er, lower the cost of utility bills, and 
rebuild aging water systems across 
America. 

More than 40 percent of authorized 
funds will go to small, rural, and dis-
advantaged communities, many of 
which have not seen water infrastruc-
ture improvements in decades. And be-
lieve me, our water infrastructure is in 
desperate need of improvement. 

My home State of Illinois has the 
most lead service lines of any State. 
Recent reports indicate that 8 in 10 Illi-
noisans live in a community where lead 
has been found in the drinking water in 
the last 6 years. Chicago alone has 
more than 380,000 lead service lines, the 
most of any city in the country. My 
hometown of Springfield has more than 
10,000 lead service lines. These numbers 
are tragic and unacceptable. Every 
day, millions of my constituents risk 
exposure to lead, which can impair 
brain development in children and 
harm pregnant mothers. The people of 
Illinois, like many others across the 
country, sorely need these pipes re-
placed. 

Thankfully, this bipartisan bill 
would begin to tackle the epidemic of 
lead in our Nation’s drinking water. It 
would authorize $100 million per year 
for lead service line removal and a fur-
ther $40 million per year for lead test-
ing in schools. Just imagine what that 
kind of funding could do to protect vul-
nerable people and children in Chicago, 
Springfield, and across our country. 

But unfortunately, lead is not the 
only water infrastructure problem fac-
ing our communities. A few weeks ago, 
I visited a small, rural town in Illinois 
called Centreville. Near my birthplace 
of East St. Louis, I have known this 
community all my life. Centreville’s 
population is mostly elderly, Black, 
lifelong residents. They have faced 
chronic wastewater and storm water 
issues for decades. Ordinary rainfall 
can overflow the town’s broken sewer 
systems and flood residents’ basements 
and lawns with raw sewage. No one 
risks taking a sip of water from the 
tap. 

I have heard from residents about the 
horror of stepping out of their front 
door in the morning to discover pools 
of sewage seeping up through the grass 
in their front yards. This is a tragic 
and dangerous situation and one that 
deserves significant Federal attention. 
And yet the problem has persisted for 
decades. Why? 

Centreville is one of the poorest 
towns in Illinois and has struggled to 
attract financial help. The town cannot 
meet the cost-share requirements of 
grant programs or qualify for the loans 
it so desperately needs. 

Well, the residents of Centreville 
have spoken up, they are fed up with 
officials looking the other way. They 
have every right to feel frustrated. 
They have every right to demand more 
of us. For decades our water policy has 
overlooked their needs and left them to 
fend for themselves. This cannot con-
tinue. 

That is why I am glad this bill offers 
towns like Centreville a chance to fix 
their broken pumps, shore up their 

drainage ditches, and begin addressing 
water issues that have been overlooked 
for far too long. The bill would waive 
many of the cost-share requirements 
for small, rural towns like Centreville, 
giving them a path to the funding they 
deserve. It also would give on-the- 
ground technical assistance to dis-
advantaged communities struggling 
with their water systems, and provide 
grants for repairing broken and out-
dated water infrastructure. 

To help ensure that this expertise 
reaches places like Centreville, I of-
fered an amendment to the bill to focus 
it even further. I want to thank the 
EPW Committee for including my 
amendment to require the EPA to 
prioritize distressed communities like 
Centreville, that have struggled to at-
tract funds and face the cumulative 
burden of wastewater and storm water 
issues. Flooding, lead, drinking water 
access—none of these problems are 
new. 

My colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle have spent years decrying the 
state of American infrastructure, and 
our water is no exception. Despite all 
the complaining, we have struggled to 
sit down together and actually address 
these issues. But for the first time in 
many years, we not only have a Presi-
dent willing to pursue bold and nec-
essary infrastructure policy, but a ma-
jority in the Senate willing to work 
with him to get it done. 

While President Biden’s American 
Jobs Plan includes billions more in 
funding to replace the Nation’s lead 
pipes, this bill is a good-faith, down 
payment on the President’s plan, and 
importantly, it has bipartisan support. 
The Drinking Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Act is the first step to-
wards new, meaningful infrastructure 
policy. 

I hope that my colleagues will join 
me in supporting this bill, so we can 
put a bipartisan down payment on the 
infrastructure every American needs. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERRY HAMBY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
our country recently took a long-over-
due step toward honoring the coura-
geous Americans who served in the 
First World War. Earlier this month 
and more than a century after the for-
mal end of the war, the United States 
raised the flag over the newly con-
structed National World War I Memo-
rial. I am immensely proud of this trib-
ute in our Nation’s Capital to the 4.7 
million Americans who sacrificed to 
preserve our way of life. Today, I would 
like give special thanks to a remark-
able Kentuckian who became a driving 
force bringing this memorial into ex-
istence. My longtime friend Terry 
Hamby, from Cadiz, is the chair of the 
World War I Centennial Commission. 
He deserves our sincere gratitude for 
his leadership and perseverance in giv-
ing every American the opportunity to 
honor our heroes. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:14 Apr 29, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28AP6.055 S28APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-14T20:11:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




